[Cognitive heterogeneity in Alzheimer's disease].
The authors describe and discuss neuropsychological aspects related to the functional organization of the brain connected to cognition in 81 Alzheimer's disease patients in the Laboratoire Théophile-Alajouanine du Centre de Recherche du Centre hospitalier Côte-des-Neiges in the University of Montreal. They confront the clinical of homogeneity against the heterogeneity within functional organization of the brain. The criteria used for diagnosis were those of the NINCDS-ADRDA. All of the patients were in the beginning of the evolution, in stages 3 and 4 of Reiberg (Functional Assessment Staging, FAST). The conclusion shows that there are two cognitive profiles: a non-recurrent profile, made up by the majority of the patients, and the heterogeneity depends on the genetic background of each individual; a recurrent profile, made up by a small group of patients that show changes in the heterogeneity of clinical, nosological, pathological and normal aging forms.